Disstr n 2 o Troly
" Line ear Bridgeport.

o

ON AN UNGUARDED BRIDGE

Wheels Leave the Rails and the
~ Car Dives into a Pond.

RUSH DOWN A GRADE.

But Tws on Board Meet Death
or Injury.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., Aug. 6.—The freat-
st catastrophe recorded in Connecticut for
hdlf a century oceurred shortly be-
4 o'clock tkis afternoon on the Strat-
extension
when a loaded car went off the trestle

at Oronogue, about
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removed by a conductor of another car and
spirited away, so that at present it is lm-
possible to ascertain the exact number.

The scene of the accident is midway be-
tween Shelton and Bridgeport. The car was
north-bound, running toward Shelton. It
was In charge of Conductor John Carroll of
Bridgeport, whe Is among the killed, and
Motorman Hamilton of Bridgeport. The
latter escaped bv jumping.

The trestle is 440 feet long and constructed
‘of irom, with stone foundations. It is mot
protected by any guard rails. South of the
trestle Is quite an ineline, down which the
car ran at a rapid rate. After it had run
aboul ten feet on the trestle the trucks left
Iﬂk ralls. The car continued on the ties for
about seventy-five feet, when It bounded off
the trestle and dropped into the pond below,
overturning compietely, and striking on one
end. Whe 1 the car struck, the motor, which
weighs four tons, apd the heavy tru
‘erushed into it instantly killing many of &

Willium Kelley of Bridgeport, who was in
company with Miss Margaret Farrell, es-

caped death by ping from the car, as.
Jhe felt it ewaying, to the flats below, - Soon
piferward the car iopplod over. He.sus-
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ht that the car

swaying conslderably when it struck the

knew his ondy safety was in jum
N. Bassett Company of Bhelion, was on
the highway not more than 100 feet from
the scene, l&d witnessed the car toppling Y
over. He sald that there was one unearth-
I{ shriek as it went down, and after that,
sllence. v

The accident was witnessed by Miss Fran-
ces Peck, who resides about feet from
the bridge. Bhe was up stairs at her home
when the car pas-ed, she nsserts that
it was mnnlng at an unusually high rate of

Frank Cramer, who was bathing

near the bridge, says that the passengers
were all singing when the ear passed him.

RESCUERS REACH THE SCENE.
Dra. J.

.

of Bridgeport, whoe were passen-
gers on a car a short distance behind, were
quickly on the scené, and rendered all 1-
ble assistance to the injured persons.- Word
was sent to Bridgeport, and three ambu-
lances and n’ poll;: :a.lon '::ge hurried to
the scene, in which woun pASSenEers
takeén to the Bridgepcrt General ﬁ:a—
pital. Sewveral other tonw?'lm.'eu wWere
ased Into this service. Medical Examinasr
E‘: ﬁnmn of Stratford Improvised a morgue
in? & . at

main room of the Town Hall at t
o8, il a time tweniy-
three bodles were

very short
laid out, awaliting identi-
on.

Undertaker Curtis of Stratford was notl-
fled almost immediately after the accident,
and he utilized all sorts of conveyances to
carry the bodies to the imp morgue.
Negrly the entlre medical force of

(2
responded to telephone calls sent in,
ut wm'g‘:he doctors arrived they were nb‘lﬁ

render but little assistance, as so
:“ r2 escaped instant death. The
over on its

he puuuqe
car, after falling' soon se gt

side, and there was little
moving the bodies of the d
l:& the wounded., A camping
included Clifford Cal . T,
was in the vicinity, a its members ren-
dered considerable assistance to the sur-
vivors, -

The scene about the wrecked ear was one
of horror and seemed to stun all the early
ones who a red on the scene to render
A Fortunately the pa
who were not killed instantly were rendered
unconselous, so that few of the gruesoine
scenes connected with most disasters were
| ted.- All of the persons killed sue-
'ﬂind fractured swulls,

T e 8 r1ford Town Hal', wle e the bodles
were tRken, was soon ed by more
than 1,000 pﬂ'ﬂﬂ t“ had ::I(i

ves or frien Amo e
ﬂlm Deputy Sherd considera dif-
ficulty in handling the crowd of ing
women & anxious men. All the bodies
.of the dead and few unj-
fied were brought to the at

late to-night. o

' THE DEAD AND INJURED.
| The identified dead are:
| BANKS, S, Shelton. |

'BLEW, FRANK. Mrs., two children; boy,

aged three; girl, five;
., Mrs. 'PA‘li'lI

ONDAY. AUGUST 7. 1899.—

talied & sevee ‘shotk, but was otherwise |70
v (uninjured. He sald to-n 1.

‘| was not running unusually fast, but was ||}
trestle, and he realised the danger, and ||

George Willls, Hupeﬂntende'ntwo the R. ||

C. Lynch, R. W. Ivers, and J. M. |

%m. ELIAS l.1m and wife, | track,

‘aged ALY, | motorme

h’l‘:;.md. hich I practicdlly controlled
| Bridgepo cw 3
opehed tof e pany, was

PITT. Mrs, $IDNEY A, Bridgeport; right
RUGG, MABE] aged five; arm broken,

CAUSH OF THE ACCIDENT.

the




